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Found Poetry

Found Poetry - Poetry that is made entirely of outside sources
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e Cento poetry (poems created from other poems)
e Blackout poetry

In blackout poetry, people take a page of text and select specific words, blacking

out the rest to create a poem with what remains.



Examples: Regular Blackout Poems

| know loving you
Could ruin my heart.

Well, | think you’re worth it.




Examples: Trailing Blackout Poems

Note how the author separated letters to spell words!

| could be in conversation with
you for eternity.

And when we meet,

All that | wish for is time.




Examples: Artsy Blackout Poems

The sunset sea was flat and blinding
The pacing awry towers

Made it resemble odd trees with roots
in the air

Sharp hills beyond the rim of the
valley

Hurried to the tower tilted sea




How to Create a Blackout Poem: Selecting the words

Choose the text you want to work

with.

Read through your page and circle

words that stand out to you in
pencil.

You can repeat this step as many
times as needed until you find a
section with a lot of good words

(especially with longer texts).

[12] As a result of the things he suffered, saw, and was ordered to do as a
pipefitter in the petrochemical plant, Sherman became an ardent
environmentalist. Calcasieu Parish, in which he worked for 15 years at PPG, is
among the 2% of American counties with the highest toxic emissions per
capita. According to the American Cancer Society, Louisiana has the
second-highest incidence of cancer for men and the fifth-highest maleldeath
rate from cancer in the nation.

[13] Lee Sherman’s work at PPG was a source of personalbut he clearly

did not feel particularly loyal to the company. still, he did as he was told. And
one day in the late 1960s, after his acid bath, he was told tdffake on another]
It was to be done twice a day, usually after dusk,” and always in

ominous

secret. [n.order to do this job, Sherman had to wield an 8ft-long “tar buggy”,*
n four wheels. Loaded on this buggy was an enormous
gel tank that held ‘heavy bottoms” —thiscous tar residue of
chlorinated hydrocarbon that had sunk to the bottom of kitchen-sized steel
vessels. A layer of asbestoslhe tank, to retain heat generated by
a heater beneath the buggy. Copper coils were wound around its base. The
hotter the tar, the less likely it was to solidify* before it was dumped.

[14]Working overtime jn the evenings, under cover of dark, his respirator on,
Sherman would tow the tar buggy down a path that led towards the Calcasieu
Ship Channel in one direction and towards Bayou d’Inde in another.

[15] Sherman would look around “to make sur and check if

the wind was blowing away from him, so as to avoid fumes blowing into his
face. He backed the tar buggy up to the marsh. Then, he said, “I'dbend Hown
and open the faucet.” of compressed air, the toxins would
spurt out “20 or 30 feet” into the marsh. Sherman waited until the buggy was
drained of the illegal toxic waste.

[16] he says.



How to Create a Blackout Poem: Connecting the words

[12] As a result of the things he suffered, saw, and was ordered to do as a

pipefitter in the petrochemical plant, Sherman became an ardent

environmentalist. Calcasieu Parish, in which he worked for 15 years at PPG, is

among the 2% of American counties with the highest toxic emissions per LOO k Ove r a I | Of yo u r WO rd S . S e e
capita. According to the American Cancer Society, Louisiana has the

second-highest incidence of cancer for men and the fifth-highest maldeath .
rate from cancer in the nation. Wh at CO n n eCtI O n S yo U Ca n m a ke
[13] Lee Sherman’s work at PPG was a source of personal@but he clearly

did not feel particularly loyal to the company. Still, he did as he ii il.'i- And betwee n th e WO rd S th at yo u

one day in the late 1960s, after his acid bath, he was told toftake on another
ominou It was to be done twice a day, usually after dusk,’® and always in

t. |n order to do this job, Sherman had to wield an 8ft-long “tar buggy”,** Ch Ose
propelled forwards §n four wheels. Loaded on this buggy was an enormous .

Steel tank that held " heavy bottoms” — th@iscous tar residye of

chlorinated hydrocarbon that had sunk to the bottom of kitchen-sized steel

vessels. A layer of asbestos® he tank, to retain heat generated by R . | d d th t
a heater beneath the buggy. Copper coils were wound around its base. The el I |Ove a ny CI rC e WO r S a
hotter the tar, the less likely it was to solidify* before it was dumped.

[14]}Working overtime jn the evenings, under cover of dark, his respirator on, yo u d O n ’t feel fit With th e rest-

Sherman would tow the tar buggy down a path that led towards the Calcasieu
Ship Channel in one direction and towards Bayou d’Inde in another.

[15] Sherman would look around “to make sur no one saw me’ and check if
the wind was blowing away from him, so as to avoid fumes blowing into his
face. He backed the tar buggy up to the marsh. Then, he said, ”l'own

and open the faucet.’f compressed air, the toxins would
spurt out “20 or 30 feet” into the marsh. Sherman waited until the buggy was
drained of the illegal toxic waste.

[16] {No one ever saw me,] he says.



How to Create a Blackout Poem: Connecting the words

[12] As a result of the things he suffered, saw, and was ordered to do as a
pipefitter in the petrochemical plant, Sherman became an ardent
environmentalist. Calcasieu Parish, in which he worked for 15 years at PPG, is

- among the 2% of American counties with the highest toxic emissions per - LOO k fO r a n y Ot h e r WO rd S th at

capita. According to the American Cancer Soclei, Louisiana has the

second-highest incidence of cancer for men an fth-highest male|death

@romcancerinthenation. may ConneCt tO the theme Of

[13] Lee Sherman’s work at PPG was a source’rsonal‘prideabut he clearly )

did not feel particularly loyal to the company. Still, he did as he was told. And y p | th

one day in the late 1960s, after his acid bath, he was told t O u r Oe I I I y a O n g WI

ominoult was to be done twice a day, usually after dusk,* andjalwaysjin )

secret, |norder to do this job, Sherman had to wield an 8ft-long “tar buggy”, 2 t d th t

propelled forwards §n four wheels. Loaded on this buggy was an enormous CO n n eC I n g WO r S a yO U Ca n
eel tank that held " heavy bottoms” — th@iscous tar residue of

chlorinated hydrocarbon that had sunk to the bottom of kitchen-sized steel t k h

vessels. A layer of asbestos’@he tank, to retain heat generated by u Se O I I I a e p ra Se S .

a heater beneath the buggy. Copper coils were wound around its base. The

hotter the tar, the less likely it was to solidify®® before it was dumped.

[14]{Working overtime jn the evenings, under cover of dark, his respirator on, Exa m D I eS Of CO n n eCti n q WO rd S :

Sherman would tow the tar buggy down a path that led towards the Calcasieu
Ship Channel in one direction and towards Bayou d’Inde in another.

[15] Sherman would look around “to make sur and check if a ] th e ] IS y th IS ] etC .
the wind was blowing away from him, so as to avoid fumes blowing into his

face. He backed the tar buggy up to the marsh. Then, he said, “I’own

and open the faucet.’f compressed air, the toxins would

spurt out “20 or 30 feet” into the marsh. Sherman waited until the buggy was

drained of the illegal toxic waste.

[16] he says.




How to Create a Blackout Poem: Blacking out the background

Once your words are chosen, cover up
the rest of the words with a sharpie.

Final Poem
The death rate of pride:
Take on another job,

Always propelled forward by working
overtime.

No one saw me bend under the pressure.

No one ever saw me.

No one ever saw me,|




Review: Steps to Create a Blackout Poem

1.
2.
G
4.
5.

Once you are finished, add a title to your poem!

Pick a paper to work with

Find words that stick out to you

Connect your words and remove any that don't fit
Find any connecting words you may need

Black out the rest of the words



Exit Ticket: How did you like this activity?

On the whiteboard, write down:

e Anything you liked about this activity

e Anything you think could be improved about this activity




